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“Charged” with Acknowledging God 

 
A:I am upholding my oath. I have nothing to apologize for. I'm upholding the First Amendment. I am upholding the 
Constitution of Alabama, and we were too ashamed to acknowledge God. When we let a federal judge come in and 
tell us — call it the “Rule of Law,” that we can't acknowledge God as the Justice System says we must, as the 
Constitution says we must, then we have got a problem. I did what I did all the way through, not from what you read 
in the papers, not from what you imagine about politics or religion or forcing my beliefs on somebody else. I did 
what I did because I upheld my oath, and that's what I did. So, I have no apologies for it. I would do it again. I didn't 
say I would defy the court order. I said I wouldn't move the monument, and I didn't move the monument, which you 
can take that as you will. But, you know, I think you have to have respect for the Court, but I also have respect 
enough for the Court to tell them when they have no jurisdiction in this matter under the Tenth Amendment of the 
United States Constitution, which declares that “The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, 
nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the people.” In other words, the 
establishment of the Justice System doesn't belong with the federal government in Alabama. One more: But in any 
event, I respect you guys and ladies — and that's my statement. If you have no question - if you have a question, I 
will be glad to answer it. And that was it. 
 
Q: And you stand by that testimony — 
A: Yes, sir. 
 
Q — Mr. Chief Justice? And — And your understanding is that the federal court ordered — ordered that you 
could not acknowledge God; isn't that right? 
A: Yes. 
 
Q: And if you resume your duties as Chief Justice after this proceeding, you will continue to acknowledge God as 
you have testified that you would today — 
A: That's right. 
 
Q: — no matter what any other official says? 
A: Absolutely. Without — let me clarify that. Without an acknowledgment of God, I cannot do my duties. I 
must acknowledge God. It says so in the Constitution of Alabama. It says so in the First Amendment to the 
United States Constitution. It says so in everything I have read. So — 
 
Q: The only point I am trying to clarify, Mr. Chief Justice, is not why, but only that, in fact, if you do resume your 
duties as Chief Justice, you will continue to do that without regard to what any other official says; isn't that right? 
A: Well, I'll do the same thing this Court did with starting of prayer; that's an acknowledgment of God. Now, 
we did the same say thing that justices do when they place their hand on the Bible and say, “So help me God.” 
It's an acknowledgement of God. The Alabama Supreme Court opens with, “God save the State and this 
Honorable Court.” It's an acknowledgment of God. In my opinions, which I have written many opinions, 
acknowledging God is the source — a moral source of our law. I think you must. 
 
Q: You bring up opinions. Sometimes you've written dissenting opinions, haven't you? 
A: Yes. 
 
Q: And sometimes you've been the only member of the Supreme Court of Alabama to write a dissenting opinion; 
isn't that right? 
A: Absolutely. Many times. There is only one dissenting in all the courts. That's a - and many times one judge will 
dissent and others not. 
 
Q: And if you write a dissenting opinion and the other eight associate justices have another opinion, when a case 
returns to the Circuit Court, which opinion is the Circuit judge supposed to follow? 
A: With the majority. 
Thank You. 
MR. PRYOR: That's all of my questions. 
HON. THOMPSON: Thank you, Mr. Pryor. 
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A:I am upholding my oath. I have nothing to apologize for. I'm upholding the First Amendment. I am upholding the 
Constitution of Alabama… When we let a federal judge come in and tell us that we can't acknowledge God as the 
Justice System says we must, as the Constitution says we must, then we have got a problem. I [acknowledged God 
not because of]  politics or religion or forcing my beliefs on somebody else. I did [so] because I upheld my oath…. 
So, I have no apologies for it. I would do it again….  I also have respect enough for the Court to tell them when they 
have no jurisdiction in this matter under the Tenth Amendment of the United States Constitution, which declares 
that, “The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are 
reserved to the States respectively, or to the people.” In other words, [in Alabama…in any state] the establishment of 
the Justice System doesn't belong with the federal government. 
 
Q: And you stand by that testimony — 
A: Yes, sir. 
 
Q — Mr. Chief Justice? [You do understand] that the federal court … ordered that you could not acknowledge 
God; isn't that right? 
A: Yes. 
 
Q: And if you resume your duties as Chief Justice after this proceeding, you will continue to acknowledge God as 
you have testified that you would today — 
A: That's right. 
 
Q: — no matter what any other official says? 
A: Absolutely… Without an acknowledgment of God, I cannot do my duties.  I must acknowledge God. It 
says so in the Constitution of Alabama. It says so in the First Amendment to the United States Constitution. It 
says so in everything I have read. So — 
 
Q: The only point I am trying to clarify, Mr. Chief Justice, is not why, but only that, in fact, if you do resume your 
duties as Chief Justice, you will continue to do that without regard to what any other official says; isn't that right? 
A: I'll do the same thing this Court did with starting of prayer; that's an acknowledgment of God. Now, we 
did the same say thing that justices do when they place their hand on the Bible and say, “So help me God.” 
It's an acknowledgement of God. The Alabama Supreme Court opens with, “God save the State and this 
Honorable Court.” [These are all] acknowledgments of God….[the] a moral source of our law… 
 
….… 
 
MR. PRYOR: That's all of my questions. 
 
 


